
Writing a Historical Dialogue 
  
Imagine speaking with a woman who had contributed greatly to 
history, arts, activism, or science. What would you ask? What 
would you want to know? 
 
Browse the lists of extraordinary women below. Pick a person 
you don't know much about. Learn more about the person and 
create an imaginary dialogue (written conversation) between 
yourself and the person. The dialogue should discuss important 
experiences in the person’s life and work. 
 
Social Studies/History 

●​ Zitkala-Ša 
●​ Kamala Harris 
●​ Nellie Bly 
●​ Sandra Day O’Connor 

  
English/Arts 

●​ Toni Morrison 
●​ Doris Lessing 
●​ Christine Sun Kim 
●​ Frida Kahlo 

  
Activism 

●​ Ella Josephine Baker 
●​ Lilly Ledbetter 
●​ Alice Paul 
●​ Ida B. Wells 

  
Science/Mathematics 

●​ Swati Mohan 
●​ Grace Hopper 
●​ Mary Allen Wilkes 
●​ Marie Maynard Daly 

  
 
 
Research option: Extend the dialogue into a historical narrative or a larger research 
project. 

Thoughtful Learning 

https://www.nps.gov/people/zitkala-sa.htm
https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/vice-president-harris/
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/nellie-bly
https://oconnorinstitute.org/civic-programs/oconnor-history/sandra-day-oconnor-policy-archives-research-library/biography/
https://time.com/5630489/toni-morrison-dies/
https://www.dw.com/en/doris-lessings-legacy/a-17233237#:~:text=Doris%20Lessing's%20legacy,the%2020th%20century's%20great%20storytellers.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Euof4PnjDk
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/frida-kahlo-70745811/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/baker-ella/
https://www.womenofthehall.org/inductee/lilly-ledbetter/
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/alice-paul
https://www.nps.gov/people/idabwells.htm
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/meet-swati-mohan-the-indian-american-scientist-behind-nas-as-rover-landing-on-mars-030015294.html
https://news.yale.edu/2017/02/10/grace-murray-hopper-1906-1992-legacy-innovation-and-service
https://tekkieuni.com/blog/mary-allen-wilkes/
https://www.sciencehistory.org/historical-profile/marie-maynard-daly
https://k12.thoughtfullearning.com/

